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In the past, prier to the Conxent Decre.e buing ‘*‘ plrt;:x:, Federal
.' officials made clairns against officery ufler 'reviewing scve | | complaints.
The Justice Department never interviewed the officers in fuestion.

1 subinitted over 200 names of prordinent citizenis i Steubenville
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to the Justice Deparunent to bo interviewed in rcgarclfs to|the glaims
being brouglht forth by the Justice Departnent. To m;fy K?owlc::dgc, these
people were riever qucstioned or in)texVie\ArEtl in rcgarqs td the claims and
. charges ageinst my officers, However, | db know th..ﬁ? the Justice
| Deparument has interviewed individuals “@ho claim that their civil rights
were violated. These claims were honored and ﬁna.nof‘zal Ieulemenf.s were
.given to these individuals, -
1 have spoke with Chiél Jackson of thr_ Coh:mbu-a }‘ohrx-
]} : Department in regards o the Consent De(:ree We hdve lso met, in
: ' person, in my officc, where we discusscd lhc Conscn; Dekrec brought
forth upon the Steubenville Police Dcpurr.m:nt. We 41sc ssed several
issues at length. Chief Jacksen was very concerncd and |[disappeinted
[ with & lot of the items that the Justice De;parcmcnl as ftrcing upon us.
" There arc semec items that [ agrec thh in the ansknt Decree, such

as cducartion and training. Also we now havc in pla e ar:omputer
system, which 1 feel is working well and iz an assct to the Steubcenville
Pohr.:c Depariment .‘

However, therc are several things thnt 1do ﬂntla.gr e with. One of
these is hiring a Chief frem outside of thé Department Upon my

redremont, Steubenville has been on the map for 200 y?ars and we have
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always had a Chief {[rom wu.hln the ranks of the bt:ubunvillc Police
Department. . . ; i

1 do nat agree with Internal Affairs uwc',ugam-lgl angnyMmoLLs
complaints where the citizen coes not hav¢ to identifythimeelf or cnmne
forward and appcar. Anything Lhey have W sdy can bt giyen
anonymously in the form of a letter or by pubhc sgrvii . | feel that every
officer should be ablc to face his accuser \(}h'c.n allegagong arise. Then it
can be determined through an iixvestigatidn wherther 6t njt the officer
was falscly accused. Ifeel that anonymaous 'ccmp!aint:s, 'hcn they are
investigated, is strictly a violatian of the C:onstimtion of w-Lnich our
Country was founded. - S

The Justice Departrncnt since the ¢0nsent Dedree tame into
effect, has not discussed any of the casey _wth me. Thcy avc also failed

o show any type of abuse or pattern of cl_éims that a:fe bzéought against
thc department. ' ; . i

[ feel that the Justice Dcpartmrnt was very intimidating in their
approach and tactics in regards to the Cohscnt Decree. We were given
through the

entire Consent Decree and to negotiate dlffexcnt ncmé in {the Decree. The

very little Uime, and in my opinion not enough time, to go

Justice Departmment gave us a date by whjch the Conacn Decree was to
be signed and informed mc thatif an agréernent was twt cached, that

they would definitely file civil rights compﬂaints against the City, which

includes the department as a whole. f

I had talked this over with my Law DerCtor, M‘L Géary Repella and
there was a meeting set up wnh Council, Mr. Repenal and myself in
regards fo discussing the Canscm. Decrcn however, anerg was very little
discussion ir. regards to signing this Con lscnt Decree. I frcl that Mr.
Repella, as my Law Dircctor and legal co\inscl shoul& have gone over the

Consent Decree at lenpth.

[ feel that when Mr. Répella from fhe start, was m‘ favor of the
Consent Decree. He showed very little, iflany, ambit
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several ol he items in the Copaent Decrees § Belicve xt"wa brought to
Council for their revicw and e!‘urmg the month of the 1(‘-vu= v, Mr. Repelia’s
opinion was t accept the (.m’ascnt Decree, slgn it and abide by it.

[ do no feel that Mr, R;pella had thel Departmict’s &r the Ciry’s
best interest al heart when he failed to talﬁ'b the time tb reyiew all the
itemns in the Consent Decree with City Council end myselfiprior to
recommencding that the City acecpt the Dc'f.'rcc. 1 feel 1hat: w¢ should
| have had the opporiunity to negotiate somE of the ithlns of the Consent

‘ Decree, such as bringing in an outside Chle[ and anorﬁym us complamts
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I have always dxsagrced that the Coﬂscnl Decrc: wgs signed in its
present form. However, the Justice Department, the i(‘:u Officials and
Mr. Repella, my Law Director agreed upon" the Decrec) W¢, as Police
Officers, are sworn in to uphold the law and maintain|law and:order,
Therefore, 1 along with all members of the lsteubenvxll Po}:ce Depertment
will abidc by all items in the Consent Decn‘ec and will hL.o abxde by all
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rulings in regards to the Consent Decree handcd dowp by a Court of

Law. C : ;
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