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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF WYOMING

TAYLOR S. BLANCHARD, individually
and on behalf of all other persons
similarly situated,

PlaintifTs,

vs.

ROBERT LAMPERT and
RICK CATRON, in their
official capacities,

Defendants.

Civil Action No. 17-CV-I24-S

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

PLAINTIFF Taylor Blanchard, by and through the undersigned counsel, individually and

on behalf of other similarly situated individuals, states and alleges the following.

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT

The Wyoming Youthful Offender Act, Wyo.Rev.Stat. § 7-I3-I001 et seq., provides

that the Wyoming Department of Corrections ("WDOC") shall establish a youthful offender
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program (also known as the "boot camp" program) for all persons incarcerated in any slate penal

institution who are serving a sentence of imprisonment for any ofTense other than a felony

punishable by death or life imprisonment, who are under the age of twenty-five years old, and

who have not previously served a term of incarceration at any stale or federal adult penal

institution. The Youthful Offender Act is gender neutral.' The Youthful Offender Act mandates

that the participants of the youthful offender program be separated from the general prisoner

population, and shall emphasize work and physical activity as a major element of the program.

Id.

On May 8, 2017, the Ninth Judicial District Court, the Hon. Marvin Tyler presiding,

sentenced Taylor Blanchard - a female - to a term of incarceration of 6-10 years, with a

recommendation that she be given the opportunity to participate in the Wyoming Youthful

Offender program. See Ex. I, Transcript of Probation Revocation Hearing; State v. Blanchard

Grim. No. 1016, at 18-19; Ex. 2, Order Upon Probation Revocation/Disposition Hearing. As the

sentencing court noted, Wyoming does not have a boot camp for women - only for men. Ex. 1,

at 14. As such, and despite the district court's sentence and recommendation, at the lime this

matter was originally filed it appeared that Ms. Blanchard (and all other women similarly

situated) would never have the same opportunity as men to learn the skills offered in the program

and to be released as early as the boot camp program allows. Subsequent to the filing of the

original complaint, the WDOC had Ms. Blanchard transported to Florida for her to participate in

a boot camp program there. She was sent there in a van that transported her to Ocala, Florida for

the better part of a week. She spent each night in a different county Jail, and was in shackles

every day while being transported. She cried herself to sleep each night. No one told her where

' Even though the act does contain the word "he." it is gender neutral pursuant to Wyo.Rev.Stat. § 8-1-103.
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she was going. No man has ever been subjected to such a transport to participate in Wyoming's

boot camp program. Additionally, the Florida program appears to be inferior to Wyoming's boot

camp program. Thus, Ms. Blanchard is still not getting the same opportunity as Wyoming's

male prisoners to learn the skills offered in the Wyoming program. Additionally, a number of

women at the Wyoming Women's Center ("WWC") who were eligible to participate in

Wyoming's boot camp program remain in custody serving their full prison sentence. All of this

violates Ms. Blanchard's, and the other women's, Equal Protection guarantees and must be

rectified so women prisoners under the jurisdiction and custody of the WDOC have the same

opportunities to participate in Wyoming' boot camp program as similarly situated men.

.nJRISDICTlON AND VENUE

1. This action seeks relief pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983. Accordingly, the court has

jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1343 (3) and (4).

2. Venue is appropriate in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b).

3. Plaintiff Taylor Blanchard is currently serving a sentence of 6-10 years for a

felony conviction in Sublctte County, Wyoming. After being transported to WWC in Lusk,

Wyoming, she was classified as minimum security and placed in the general population.

4. Plaintiff requested via prison grievance that she be afforded the opportunity to

participate in Wyoming's Youthful Offender, or boot camp program, in accordance with her

sentencing judge's recommendation because she is qualified under Wyoming's Youthful

Offender Act.

5. Plaintiff was advised that her request was "non-grievable" because it is a

"classification decision" and that she had to take up the issue with the "courts."
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6. Subsequently, on August 16, 2017, WDOC had Plaintiff transported to Florida to

participate in a boot camp program there, where she remains today.

CLASS ACTION

7. Plaintiff brings this action individually and on behalf of all present and future

female prisoners under the age of twenty-five and in the custody of the Wyoming Department

of Corrections and/or the Wyoming Women's Center who are or will be otherwise eligible to

participate in Wyoming's boot camp program, but who have been or will be denied participation

due to their gender, or not considered by WDOC due to their gender.

8. Taylor Blanchard proposes to be a class representative for the class described in

the preceding paragraph pursuant to Fed.R.Civ.P. Rule 23(a), (b)(1) and (b)(2) for purposes of

obtaining declaratory and injunctive relief.

9. This action satisfies all four requirements of Rule 23(a) in that (1) the class is so

numerous that joinder is impractical; (2) there are questions of law and fact common to the class

regarding discrimination against each member of the class on the basis of her gender; (3) the

claims of Ms. Blanchard are typical of the elaims of the class, to wit; that Defendants are

regularly and routinely discriminating against women prisoners in the custody of the WDOC

and WWC on the basis of their gender by not permitting them the same opportunity as men to

participate in Wyoming's Youthful Offender program; and (4) plaintiffs' counsel will fairly and

adequately protect the interests of the class.

DEFENDANTS

10. Defendant Robert Lampert is a citizen and resident of Wyoming. At all times

material to this action, Mr. Lampert has been the Director of the WDOC. As such, he is the

agency official ultimately responsible under Wyoming state law for the operation and
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administration of the Wyoming Women's Center (WWC) and has a duty and obligation under

Wyoming state law as well as the Equal Protection Clause in the Fourteenth Amendment to the

United States Constitution, to ensure, among other things, that female prisoners under the

jurisdiction of WDOC are not discriminated against on the basis of their gender.

11. Defendant Rick Catron is a citizen of Wyoming. At all times material to this

action, Mr. Catron has been the Warden of the WWC. As such, he has a duty and obligation

under Wyoming state law as well as the Equal Protection Clause in the Fourteenth Amendment

to the United States Constitution, to ensure, among other things, that female prisoners at the

WWC are not discriminated against on the basis of their gender.

12. All acts and omissions of the defendants set forth herein were done under color of

state law and were performed or omitted during the scope of their employment.

13. Both defendants are sued in their official capacities only.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

14. The Wyoming Legislature enacted Wyoming's Youthful Offender Act in 1987.

Wyo.Rev.Stat. §7-13-1001, et seq. The act is gender-neutral pursuant to Wyo.Rev.Stat. §8-

1-103.

15. The Act mandates that the WDOC shall establish a youthful offender program

("boot camp") for all persons incarcerated in any state penal institution who are serving a

sentence of imprisonment for any offense other than a felony punishable by death or life

imprisonment, who are under the age of twenty-five years old, and who have not previously

served a terra of incarceration at any state or federal adult penal institution.

16. Plaintiff and the class she proposes to represent are siatutorily eligible to

participate in the boot camp program. Defendants, however, have arbitrarily and capriciously
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added by adminislrative rule another criteria for eligibility: the offender must be recommended

for the boot camp program by his/her sentencing court.

17. Plaintifrs sentencing judge recognized her eligibility to participate in Wyoming's

Youthful Offender program and in his sentencing order recommended that she be allowed into

the program.

18. On information and belief, the WDOC provides virtually all male prisoners with a

similar Youthful Offender program recommendation the opportunity to attend and complete the

Youthful Offender program for men in Newcastle, Wyoming.

19. Defendants' Youthful Offender program for men offers several structured

opportunities for male prisoners to help them rehabilitate and succeed as productive members of

society upon release and is a highly structured program.

20. The basic program lasts six to twelve months and comprises four phases. The

routine day begins at 4:00 a.m. and ends at 9:00 p.m. During each day three hours are devoted

to physical activity. Cognitive restructuring and educational programs are the key components.

Work ethic instruction is given through a teamwork concept, as various work details are

conducted throughout each day.

21. On information and belief, upon completion of the program a successful "hooter"

has to ask for a sentence modification from the sentencing court if the "booter" wishes to have

the completion of program result in an earlier release than that ordered in the original judgment

and sentence. Generally, the graduates will release to straight probation. Intensive Supervision

Program (ISP), or to one of the adult community corrections centers.

22. On information and belief, WDOC made a decision soon after the Youthful

Offender Act was passed in 1987 to build a male-only facility, ignoring the fact that women

Blanchard. et al v. Lampert, el al. - Complaintfor Declaratory and Injiinctive Relief
Page 6 of13

Case 1:17-cv-00124-SWS   Document 43   Filed 10/19/17   Page 6 of 53


