














1 25. PLN mailed the June 2011 issue of Prison Legal News to prisoners Ezra S1. Helen 

2 and Martin Kay at the Columbia County Jail on or about June 9, 2011. Although the Jail did not 

3 return the June 2011 issues of Prison Legal News that PLN sent to prisoners S1. Helen and Kay, 

4 PLN leanled from those prisoners that the Jail never delivered the journals to them. 

5 Renewal Letter 

6 26. The Columbia County Jail rejected at least eight of the subscription renewal 

7 letters and Info Packs (collectively "Subscription Renewal Packs") that PLN sent to prisoners 

8 there. The Jail returned some of the rejected Subscription Renewal Packs to Prison Legal News, 

9 as described below. 

10 DDD. Exhibit DDD is an envelope sent by PLN to prisoner William Hess on 

11 June 16,2011 and the Subscription Renewal Pack contained in the envelope. The Jail returned 

12 the Subscription Renewal Pack to PLN. The returned envelope is stamped "RETURN TO 

13 SENDER" and does not state a reason for censorship .. 

14 EEE. Exhibit EEE is an envelope sent by PLN to prisoner Martin Kay on June 

15 16, 2011 and the Subscription Renewal Pack contained in the envelope. The Jail retunled the 

16 Subscription Renewal Pack to PLN. The returned envelope is stamped "RETURN TO 

17 SENDER" and does not state a reason for censorship. 

18 FFF. Exhibit FFF is an envelope sent by PLN to prisoner Troy McCarter on 

19 June 16,2011 and the Subscription Renewal Pack contained in the envelope. The Jail returned 

20 the Subscription Renewal Pack to PLN. The returned envelope is stamped "RETURN TO 

21 SENDER" and does not state a reason for censorship. 

22 GGG. Exhibit GGG is an envelope sent by PLN to prisoner Shane McNutt on 

23 June 16,2011 and the Subscription Renewal Pack contained in the envelope. The Jail returned 

24 the Subscription Renewal Pack to PLN. The returned envelope is stamped "RETURN TO 

25 SENDER" and does not state a reason for censorship. 

26 HHH. Exhibit HHH is an envelope sent by PLN to prisoner Andrew Plumber on 

27 June 16,2011 and the Subscription Renewal Pack contained in the envelope. The Jail returned 
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1 the Subscription Renewal Pack to PLN. The returned envelope is stamped "RETURN TO 

2 SENDER" and does not state a reason for censorship. 

3 III. Exhibit III is an envelope sent by PLN to prisoner Jason Quade on May 

4 21, 2011 and the Subscription Renewal Pack contained in the envelope. The Jail returned the 

5 Subscription Renewal Pack to PLN. The returned envelope has a sticker that states "As of April 

6 1, 2010 The Columbia County Jail ONLY ACCEPTS POSTCARDS This applies to ALL 

7 incoming and out going mail." 

8 JJJ. Exhibit JJJ is an envelope sent by PLN to prisoner Ezra St. Helen on June 

9 16,2011 and the Subscription Renewal Pack contained in the envelope. The Jail returned the 

10 Subscription Renewal Pack to PLN. The retun1ed envelope is stmnped "RETURN TO 

11 SENDER" and does not state a reason for censorship. 

12 KKK. Exhibit KKK is an envelope sent by PLN to prisoner Alisha Vandolah on 

13 June 16,2011 and the Subscription Renewal Pack contained in the envelope. The Jail returned 

14 the Subscription Renewal Pack to PLN. The returned envelope is stamped "RETURN TO 

15 SENDER" and does not state a reason for censorship. 

16 Exemplars of PLN Mailings 

17 27. The following are true copies of certain documents cited in the Plaintiff s Motion: 

18 LLL. Exhibit LLL is the full 56-page March 2011 issue of the monthly journal 

19 Prison Legal News. 

20 MMM. Exhibit MMM is the PLN informational subscription brochure that PLN 

21 mailed to prisoners confined in the Jail. 

22 NNN. Exhibit NNN is the PLN book catalog that PLN mailed to prisoners 

23 confined in the Jail. 

24 000. Exhibit 000 is the PLN book offer for The Habeas Citebook: Ineffective 

25 Assistance of Counsel and Prisoners' Guerilla Handbook to Correspondence Programs in the 

26 United States and Canada that PLN mailed to prisoners confined in the Jail. 

27 
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Fundraising Letters 1 

2 28. The Columbia County Jail rejected at least two of the Fundraising Letters, PLN 

3 Brochure and Subscription Forms, 2011 PLN Book Catalogs, and Brochures offering books for 

4 sale (collectively "Fundraising Packs") that PLN sent to prisoners there. The Jail returned the 

5 following Fundraising Packs to PLN: 

6 PPP. Exhibit PPP is an envelope sent by PLN to prisoner William Temple in or 

7 about November 2011 and the Fundraising Pack contained in the envelope. The Jail returned the 

8 Fundraising Pack to PLN. The returned envelope is stamped "RETURN TO SENDER" and 

9 does not state a reason for censorship. 

10 QQQ. Exhibit 000 is an envelope sent by PLN to prisoner Barry Shaft in or 

11 about Noveluber 2011 and the Fundraising Pack contained in the envelope. The Jail returned the 

12 Fundraising Pack to PLN. The returned envelope is stamped "RETURN TO SENDER" and 

13 does not state a reason for censorship. 

14 PLN Online Articles 

15 29. PLN maintains a website containing information about PLN's resources. In 

16 addition to information about PLN's monthly magazine and books for sale, PLN's website 

1 7 contains information about breaking news and a database of articles, publications, legal briefs, 

18 and other information about state and federal issues affecting prisoners. Individuals can visit the 

19 website and view PLN's news content, or become a member of PLN and search for and print 

20 articles of interest to them-for themselves or to send to others, including prisoners who do not 

21 have access to computers or the internet. 

22 30. Exhibit RRR is a copy of an online article available on the PLN website in 

23 December 2011 titled "The Failed Promise of Prison Privatization" by Richard Culp, Ph.D. This 

24 online article includes a critique of prison privatization, and research findings about the goals 

25 and results of the luove toward privatization. The article also identifies a correspondence school 

26 book available for sale, and includes introductory descriptions ofPLN's 20 "Breaking News" 

27 headlines about various topics, including but not limited to sex abuse in prison, poor forensics 
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1 used to secure crilninal convictions, private prison companies behind Arizona's immigration law, 

2 and the death penalty in Texas. 

3 Denial of Due Process 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

31. PLN did not receive any mail rejection forms or notices from the Jail for any of 

the mail items that the Jail censored. Other than the returned mail itself, the Jail did not 

communicate to PLN the reasons that Defendants censored the mail. The Jail did not 

cOlTI111unicate to PLN any opportunity for challenging the Jail's censorship decisions. 

Continued Censorship and Affect on Prison Legal News 

32. PLN has several subscribers in the Columbia County Jail and will continue to 

communicate with prisoners confined there. Therefore, Defendants' policies and practices will 

continue to interfere with Plaintiff s free speech rights in the future. 

33. PLN cannot communicate the information contained in its book catalog, 

infonnational subscription brochure, book offers, renewal letter, fundraising letter, or its monthly 

journal Prison Legal News, by telephone. It is impracticable and ineffective for PLN to describe 

43 books over the telephone not to mention the highly time-consuming nature of trying to 

coordinate telephone calls, and make calls, and the cost of paying for calls. Nor can PLN send 

its staff from Vermont to the Jail to communicate its written speech in person. 

34. PLN's book catalog, informational subscription brochure, and its book offer, do 

not fit on a postcard. The text of each fill the front and back of a piece of paper measuring 8.5 by 

11 inches. See Exhibits MMM, NNN, and 000. Self evidently, the content describing these 

books and subscription offers does not fit on a postcard. Similarly, the content of PLN' s multi-

page Subscription Renewal Packs and Fundraising Packs do not fit on a postcard. See e.g. 

Exhibits PPP and GGG. PLN cannot justify expending the resources to hire someone to modify 

all of its catalogs, brochures, and other correspondence, in very substantial ways just to meet the 

policy of the Columbia County Jail. 

35. The Columbia County Jaillnail policies and censorship practices frustrate Prison 

Legal News's organizational mission, and have caused Prison Legal News to divert its resources. 
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1, TIle Jail's censorship ofPLN's mail addressed. to plisoners at the Jail, the JaU's censorship of 

2 PLN articles sent by other correspondents to prisoners at the Jail, and the Jail's censorship of 

3 prisoner's outgoing mail, prevents PLN from comlTIunicating its political message to 

4 recruiting n.ew supporters, readers and subscribers, and has caused PLN additional financial harm 

5 in the form of diversion of its resources, lost sUbscriptions and purchases of its publications and 

6 book purchases. 

7 36. If the Jail's curren.t luail policy remains in effect, its rejection ofPLN's mail and 

8 materials ,"Iill. make it much more difficult for PLN to communicate with prisoners. 
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37. I am not aware of any state OJ' federal prison that has a policy. 

I declare under penalty of pex.:,lury of the laws of the U ni ted States of America that the 

foregoing is flue and cor.r.ect to the best of my kno\vledge. 

DATED thi 31> rt,d f J 20 1/ ct;. n 's1lIi5 , \' -ry fA- .'JS o ..... n · 
.•• • J . S __ ay 0 • 12, at It..' <._ 'Y( v I 
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1 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

2 I hereby certify that on January 31, 2012, I electronically filed the foregoing to the Clerk 

3 of the Court using the CM/ECF system which will send notification of such filing to the 

4 following: 
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• Marc D. Blackman 
marc@ransomblackman.com,pat@ransomblackInan.com 

• Gregory R. Roberson 
grr@hartwagner.com,cej@hartwagner.com 

• Lance Weber 
lweber@humanrightsdefensecenter.org 

CD Jesse Wing 
Jesse W@mhb.coln 

MACDONALD HOAGUE & BAYLESS 

lsi Katherine C. Chamberlain 
KATHERINE C. CHAMBERLAIN 
OSB #042580 
(206) 622-1604 
Of Attorneys for Plaintiff Prison Legal News 
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