NOTICE OF PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF CLASS ACTION STRIP SEARCH CASE
If you were arrested and booked at a Miami-Dade County Pre-Trial Detention Center

and strip-searched before your t1rst appearance between March 5, 2000 and February 28, 2005,
you may be entitled to monetary compensation under a class action settlement.
There is presently pending a lawsuit filed as a class action in the United States District Court, Southern District of Florida, Miami
Division. The parties have proposed a Settlement which, if it receives fmal approval, will provide that certain persons subject to preftrst appearance strip searches at the Miami-Dade Pre-Trial Detention Centers will receive money. Records of the Miami-Dade
County Corrections and Rehabilitations Department show that you may have been subjected to a strip search after an arrest and before
your fIrst appearance. To receive monetary compensation in this pending settlement, you must fill out and mail a claim form.
If You Wish to Claim Monetary Compensation,
Obtain, Fill out and Mail the Claim Form as Soon as Possible but No Later than September 1,2005.

For more information, please read this notice.

PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE NOTICE CAREFULLY.
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE A PAYMENT.
There is now pending in the United States District Court, Southern District of Florida, Miami Division, an action filed as a class action
on behalf of persons allegedly illegally strip searched by Miami-Dade County employees between March 5, 2000, and February 28,
2005. A Stipulation of Settlement, approved preliminarily by the Court, defmes the class and sub-classes included in this settlement
as follows:
a.

All females arrested on municipal ordinance, infraction or misdemeanor charges not involving violence, drugs or
weapons who were transported to the Women's Detention Center and strip searched prior to their ftrst appearance,
except persons strip searched at the Women's Detention Center on "probable cause" reported in writing on an
incident form; and

b.

All females arrested on charges relating to prostitution from March 5, 2000, until February 8, 2005, when the
practice of strip searching all persons charged with prostitution was officially terminated; and

c.

All persons arrested on a felony or on charges relating to violence, drugs or weapons who were strip searched, prior
to their ftrst appearances, without a written authorization for the strip search having been ftrst obtained from a
supervising officer from March 5, 2000, until February 28, 2005, the date when the policy of strip searching
detainees prior to obtaining a written authorization was terminated.

You have received this Notice either because Miami-Dade County records indicate that you may be in the class or you contacted the
Claims Administrator. Whether or not you qualify as a class member will be based solely upon the Miami-Dade County records. If
these records do not contain your name and show you to be within the defmition of the class, you will not qualify.
This Notice is to inform you that a settlement has been proposed in this action and that, as a potential class member, your rights may
be affected by the settlement. This Notice also summarizes the terms and effect of the proposed settlement, what you can do to
participate in it, how you may obtain money under the settlement and what you must do if you choose to exclude yourself from the
class.
SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED TERMS
A Settlement Agreement ("Settlement") was entered into after intensive negotiations between the parties, conducted with the
assistance of a third party mediator. The Parties are requesting that the Court approve the Settlement.
A. Parties to the Settlement.
The parties to the Settlement are the Plaintiffs named in Haney, et al v. Miami-Dade County, et aI., United States District Court,
Southern District of Florida, Miami Division, Case No. 04-20516-Civ Jordan/Klein filed on behalf of themselves and the Settlement
Class, and various defendants including the Miami-Dade County and Miami-Dade Corrections and Rehabilitations Department.
Counsel for the class are Mark E. Merin, The Law Office of Mark E. Merin, 2001 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814; Andrew C.
Schwartz, Casper, Meadows & Schwartz, 2121 N California Boulevard, Suite 1020, Walnut Creek, CA 94596; and Randall C. Berg,
Jr., Florida Justice Institute, Inc., 2870 Wachovia Financial Center, 200 South Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33131-2310.
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B. Defendants Do Not Admit Any Liability
Plaintiffs allege that the acts and/or omissions which are the subject of the claims covered by this action (strip searches) violated
various state and federal laws. Defendants deny all allegations of wrongdoing and deny any liability to plaintiffs or to any other class
members. The parties have agreed that, in order to avoid long and costly litigation, this controversy should be settled pursuant to the
tenns of the settlement as described in this Notice, subject to the approval of the Court.
C.

Monetary Terms of Settlement
1.

Payment of Claims

Defendants shall pay a maximum of $4,550,000.00 under the terms of the settlement which will referred to as the Class
Fund.
In addition to funds reserved for the payment of Class Claims, Class Counsel will receive, subject to approval of the Court, a
fee of $1,000,000.00 as attorney's fees and up to $100,000.00 for reimbursement of itemized costs and expenses. Up to
$300,000.00 will be available for the costs of claim administration.
2.

Payment to Representative Plaintiffs

Under the tenns of the settlement, representative plaintiffs and those who had entered into retainer agreements with the class
counsel will receive a total of$300,000.00 to be allocated among them.
3.

Payment to Class Members Who File Claims

Money for the class will be paid out based on a distribution fonnula, subject to payments being proportionately reduced if the
total value of verified claims exceeds $4,550,000.00. Pursuant to that distribution fonnula all women arrested on municipal
ordinance, infraction or misdemeanor charges not involving violence, drugs or weapons, who were transported to the
Women's Detention Center and strip searched there prior to their first appearance will receive a minimum of$I,OOO.OO (One
Thousand Dollars) (subject to possible reduction) and increments of$500.00 based on answers to questions on a claim fonn
to be submitted under penalty of perjury. For each qualifying strip search following a fresh arrest during the claims period,
each such claimant will receive an additional $1,000.00.
All women arrested on charges relating to prostitution during the period from March 5, 2000, to February 8, 2005, will
receive a minimum of$l,OOO.OO (subject to reduction) for each strip search prior to first appearance during the claims period
and additional increments based on answers to claim fonn questions to be submitted under penalty of perjury.
All persons arrested on charges relating to violence, drugs, or weapons who were strip searched, prior to their first
appearance, without a written authorization for the strip search having been first obtained from a supervising officer during
the period from March 5,2000, to February 28,2005, will be entitled to receive a payment of$10.00, if they timely submit a
claim fonn. Read the rest of this Notice to [rod out how to get a claim fonn.
D.

Strip Search Policy

Defendants will not strip search persons prior to first appearance, unless prior written authorization for the strip search has been
obtained from a supervising officer. Defendants will not strip search, prior to first appearances, persons charged with offenses
relating to prostitution or those arrested on infractions or ordinance violations or misdemeanors not involving violence, drugs, or
weapons, without reasonable suspicion that a strip search would be productive of contraband or weapons.

E.

Your Options as a Class Member
1.

Be Bound by, and Participate in the Settlement.

To qualify for a payment, you must send in a completed Claim Fonn to the Claims Administrator. If you receive a notice by
First Class Mail, a Claim Fonn will be included in the notice package. You can also get a Claim Fonn by: (1) calling this toll
free number: 877-43-STRIP [(877) 437-8747]; (2) visiting the website www.miamistripsearch.com; or (3) writing the
Claims Administrator at: Haney, et al. Strip Search Class Action, c/o Claims Administrator, PO Box 11190, Tallahassee,
Florida 32302-3190.
You have until September 1, 2005, to submit a claim or to opt -out of the settlement.
Mail your completed Claim Fonn to: Haney, et al. Strip Search Class Action, c/o Claims Administrator, PO Box 11190,
Tallahassee, Florida 32302-3190.
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Remember, if you do not submit a Claim Form, you cannot get a payment. If you submit a claim form, you will be bound by the
settlement and receive money (if you are a class member). If you do not submit a claim form but do not exclude yourself from the
class (as explained in the next paragraph), you will be bound by the terms of the Settlement and dismissal entered in this case, but you
will not receive any money.
By participating in this Settlement you will be waiving all your rights to all claims up to and including February 28, 2005, related to
strip searches at the Miami-Dade Pre-Trial Detention Centers, even those of which you are not presently aware.
2.

Exclude Yourself From the Class

You do not have to take part in the Settlement or be a member of the class. This is called "excluding" yourself. If you
exclude yourself, you can not get a payment and you can not object to the Settlement. Any Court orders will not apply to
you. To exclude yourself, you must sign a request for exclusion letter that states that you want to be excluded from Haney,
et al. v. Miami-Dade County, et. aI., United States District Court, Southern District of Florida, Miami Division, Case No. 0420516-CIV Jordan/Klein. Your exclusion letter must bemailedandpostmarkedbeforeSeptember1.2005.to: Haney, et al.
Strip Search Class Action, c/o Claims Administrator, PO Box 11190, Tallahassee, Florida 32302-3190.
If you do not follow these instructions properly, you will lose your right to exclude yourself. If you exclude yourself, you cannot get
any money from the Settlement of this case and you cannot tell the Court you do not like the Settlement (which is called "objecting").
If you exclude yourself, you are no longer part of the class or the Settlement. But you can sue or be part of a different lawsuit about
the claims in this case.
F.

Fairness Hearing and Process for Objections.

A fairness hearing will be held on September 23,2005, at 10:00 a.m., at the United States District Court, Southern District of Florida,
Miami Division, 301 N. Miami Avenue, Courtroom 8, Miami, Florida. If you are a class member and do not exclude yourself, you
can tell the Court you do not like the Settlement or some part of it at this hearing. This is called objecting to the Settlement. For
example, you can say you do not think the Settlement is fair or adequate. The Court will consider your views.
To object, you must send a letter to the court that contains all of the following:
1.

The name and title of the lawsuit, Haney, et aI. v. Miami-Dade County, et aI., United States District Court, Southern
District of Florida, Miami Division, Case No. 04-20516 CIV Jordan/Klein;

2.

A statement of each objection you have and the facts that support the objections;

30

.A,. description of a.."'lY lav/ or case supporting the objections;

4.

A statement on whether or not you or your lawyer will ask to appear at the Fairness Hearing to talk about your
objections, and, if so, how long you will need to present your objections; and

5.

Copies of any documents you or your lawyer will present at the Fairness Hearing.

At the hearing on the proposed settlement, the Court may schedule further hearings without further notice to the class. The matters
considered at such future hearings may include, but shall not be limited to, further consideration of the fairness and adequacy of the
proposed settlement, the determination of the settlement of individual claims filed by class members, consideration of the request for
attorneys' fees and reimbursement of costs and expenses to class counsel, and the form and entry of the [mal judgment of dismissal in
the event the proposed settlement is approved by the court.
Individually, or through counsel, any class member has the right to object to the proposed Settlement as a whole, to the amount of
attorneys' fees and costs of Class Counsel, or to any portion of either. ANY SUCH OBJECTIONS MUST BE FILED IN WRITING
ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1, 2005, IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA,
MIAMI DIVISION, 301 N. MIAMI AVENUE, COURTROOM 8, MIAMI, FLORIDA, ATTENTION: CLERK, RE: HANEY, ET
AL. V. MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, ET AL., CASE NO. 04-20516-CIV JORDANIKLEIN. If you wish to appear and present your
objections at the fairness hearing, you must also submit a Notice of Intention to Appear that identifies the case, contains your name
and address, and explains the reason the appearance is desired. The Notice ofIntention to Appear and any objections must be filed
with the Court on or before September 1, 2005. You may be represented by your own attorney. If you are to be represented by an
attorney at the hearing, his or her name, address and telephone number must be included in the Notice of Intention to Appear as well.
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A copy of the Statement of Objection and/or Notice of Intention to Appear must also be mailed to: Florida Justice Institute, Inc.,
2870 Wachovia Financial Center, 200 South Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33131-2310 and Dade County Attorney's Office, Metro
Dade Center, 111 NW 1st St, Suite 2810, Miami, FL 33128-1993 ATTN: Jeffrey P. Ehrlich.

G.

How to Obtain Further Information

For additional information regarding the Settlement and Claim Form, or a copy of the Settlement Agreement, Claim Form or Class
Counsel's Application for Attorney's Fees, you or your counsel should contact: Haney, et a!. Strip Search Class Action, c/o Claims
Administrator, PO Box 11190, Tallahassee, Florida 32302-3190. You may also check the Class Administrator's website at
www.miamistripsearch.com or call 877-43-STRIP [(877) 437-8747]. You may also obtain detailed information about the case by
examining the Court file located in the office of the Clerk of the United States District Court, Southern District of Florida, Miami
Division, 301 N. Miami Avenue, Courtroom 8, Miami, Florida.

H.

Court Approval.

Although the Court has reviewed the proposed Settlement, no decision has been, or will be, reached by the Court, until the Fairness
Hearing. This Notice does not indicate that the Court has approved the Settlement.
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