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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

JOSE ANTONIO FRANCO-
GONZALEZ, et al.,

Plaintiffs-Petitioners,
V.

ERIC H. HOLDER, Jr., Attorney
General, et al.,

Defendants-Respondents.

Case No.: CV 10-2211 DMG (DTBx)

ORDER APPROVING PARTIES’
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
RESOLVING PLAINTIFES’
MOTION FOR ATTORNEYS’
FEES AND COSTS [827, 864]
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WHEREAS, the Parties provided proper notice to the Class [Doc. # 860];

WHEREAS, the Court has already approved the notice provided to the Class
as satisfying the requirements of Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23(e)(1) and due
process [Doc. ## 856, 860];

WHEREAS, the notice provided to the Class stated that Plaintiffs would
seek attorneys’ fees and costs up to $15,000,000, and no Class Member has
objected;

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs did not seek the full $15,000,000 in fees and costs of
which they gave notice to the Class, and instead filed a Motion for Attorneys’ Fees
and Costs (“Fee Motion”) seeking $11,632,425.73 in attorneys’ fees and
$81,701.73 in costs (as corrected) [Doc. ## 827, 843];

WHEREAS, Defendants were granted, by order of this Court, over two
months to analyze and respond to Plaintiffs’ Fee Motion and indicated that they
would engage an expert to assist them in analyzing and responding to Plaintiffs’
Fee Motion [Doc. ## 822 at 14-16, 825];

WHEREAS, the Parties engaged in non-collusive, arms’-length negotiations
to resolve Plaintiffs’ Fee Motion, and have now reached a settlement (“Fee
Settlement Agreement”);

WHEREAS, the Fee Settlement Agreement, attached hereto as Exhibit A, is
the entire agreement between the Government and Plaintiffs regarding attorneys’
fees and costs;

WHEREAS, the Fee Settlement Agreement requires Defendants to pay
Plaintiffs $9,500,000.00 in full satisfaction of all attorneys’ fees and costs that
Plaintiffs have sought or could seek in this matter as of September 29, 2015;

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs’ Fee Motion provides ample support for an award of
at least $9,500,000;

WHEREAS, there is no evidence of collusion between the Parties regarding

fees, or of Plaintiffs putting their interests in obtaining fees ahead of the interests of
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the Class [Doc. # 854 at 15-16];

The Court hereby awards Plaintiffs $9,500,000 in attorneys’ fees and costs,
subject to the terms set forth in the Fee Settlement Agreement. The Fee Settlement
Agreement is a compromise reached by the Parties as a result of arms’-length
negotiations, including negotiations after Defendants had the opportunity to review
Plaintiffs” entire Fee Motion, which contained voluminous time records and
supporting materials. The Fee Settlement Agreement does not prejudice the Class
and was not the result of collusion between the Parties. The Class has received
notice of Plaintiffs’ Fee Motion that complied with the requirements of Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 23(e)(1), and no Class Member has objected to the Fee
Motion. The Court therefore finds the award to be fair, adequate, and reasonable.

The Parties are hereby ordered to implement the terms of the Fee Settlement
Agreement. The Court retains jurisdiction for the purpose of enforcing compliance
with the terms of the Fee Settlement Agreement.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

DATED: October 8, 2015

UNITED STATES bISTRICT JUDGE



















