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CERTIFIEDR MAlL
RETURY RECRIPT REQUESTED

7000 2

Honoravle Gaorze High
Governor of Cklahowa
State Capitol

Oklahoama City, OK 73163

Re: @nid and Pauls 7alley Stane 3ehools,
Taid aod Paule Vallay Oklatoqsz

Dear fGovernor High:

&s you are aware, zala State fchool and Paula Valley
Staete School have been the subjacta of an investigation
pursuant to the Sivil Righetas of Institutionailzed Persuas
Act, 42 U.3.C, $1997, This statuts permits the Departnent
of Justice o proiect affscted perscas frow a pattarn and
practice of egregious and flagrant conditions cthatdesrive
thes of thelr federal constitutional rights. On tay 23,
1983, 1 advised you of our findings regardiag Enld and Pauls
Valley. These findings ineluded insdequate professional and
dirset care staff, lack of uwinimally adequate medical services,
and the abgence of the mivimal trainiay nscessary to elsure
safo conditlons of confinement and freedea fres undue bodily
restraint.

Oon July 31, 1934, lawyers fvrom this Division =mac wita
repreasentativas from the Departaeant of Human Services to
review the matter and Co Jdissess sotential remsedizs to the
deficiencizs existing at inid and Pauls Yalley. At tihe sane
tine, we conducted sive visirca wits ong of our consultaunts to
update our informaticn regarvding Enild and Pauls Yalley and to
obawrve the state's implasentation of {ts veimmeary plan of
correction,
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At fZnid, there have been many luprovementcs. .lany
buildings have been closed, renovated or are schaduled to be
rencvated in the near Iuture. 3eglaning with chils school
year, all vesidents will be enroiled in a full day of training
or educatlonzsl programs, In addicion, an effective vehavior
treataent progran has been lnplementad.

There 1s, however, a2 shortage of both sroZeszsional and
direct care staff at dnild. IZnid particulsrly lacks replstaraed
physical therapists, registerad occupational thevaplsts and
aldes, and pesycholouists. whilie we Zind this situation
troubleaocne, it does not rise to the level of a pattern ox
practice of flagraat or ezregious conditions that vioslats
resigents' conatitutional rights and thus does not warranc
acticn pursuant ro the Tivii Rizhts of Inscitntionalizea
Persons Act, Moreovar, it appears that the adwinistration
and srtaff at ¥nid arae now committed ra serving the neods of
residents. Thus, we have decided to close our formal
fnvegtigation of Znid Stata 3chool.

At Pauls Valley, which has a more severaelr disanled
population, we found Chat che earlier patteru anpd oractice of
flagrant and egreglous conditions of confinement continues to
exiat, and taat thess condiciong do no%t satisiy coaatitutional
minima. The State has not umet deadlines set forth in its
voluatary plan of corraection ac Pauls Yalley, aad it is tow
apparent that, even 1f fully implemented, the plan will not
neet the miniual recairsuents of the Constitution,

Tha Uniced States prefers to resolve the problems ac
Pavia Valley aalcavly with a legally ciading and judleially
enforceatle consent decree and tnus aveld protracted litigation.
devertheless, if the Prate of Oxlabowma naintaius that it cannot
agree to the filiaz of a settlement agreenent in c¢court, the
United States will oe foroed to vesort e tiae enforcenmant
alternatives orovided ia 42 H.3.0. 81997,

The concinuiaw unconstictutional cond]
Yalley are of great concern., I wyould ghere
gour immediate coaslderstion of sur srogsosal
settlenent and request thdt you resnhond
three wvaeeila,



Thank you f{or your prowpt attantion to tihls impoctant
natter,

Y Sincerely,

im, Bradford Rewnolds
Assiatant Attovrney Teneral
Civil Rixhtg Division

cc: Robert Fulton,?i-"' 700 03

Director, Ueparctimens of Human
Services

Layn R. Phillips, Esq. 70607/
United States Attorney

William 3., Price, Esqg. &
United States Attorney ?Jﬂ&f
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